SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
The website is up and running!!!!
www.tidewaterblacksmiths.com
March 16th TBG Meeting will be
at Cari Parrish’s house. Go to
www.tidewaterblascksmiths.com
or page 14 for directions.
Demonstrators needed May 10th
& 11th. Gosport Art Show.
10am to 5 pm Portsmouth, VA.
See page 14
May 16,17,18 The Gathering South Hampton County Fairgrounds.
Open Forge at Don Robertson’s
Shop 2nd Wednesday of each
month 6 PM to 9 PM.
Bear Short has sold all of the
ABANA raffle tickets. He will be
ordering more. If interested give
him a call.
Coal is being ordered for the
guild. It will be available in 50lb
bags for purchase. Contact Don
Robertson.

It has been my privilege to be president of this guild in the few months since I was elected.
I see new faces appearing at every meeting and some old members coming back. We have
offered up some new ideas like the challenge. Some folks have accepted the challenge and
have made some nice pieces. I want to continue with the idea and hopefully it will inspire
some to hammer out what they can imagine.
Yes there will be a gathering this year. A bit different than the past gatherings. There will
be more info about the gathering in the next 2 meetings.
I have decided to open my forge/shop for 1 night a month and if all goes well I will continue
to do so. This will be an opportunity for folks to work with experienced smiths and learn in
addition to being able to share ideas with other interested folks.
If you haven’t paid your dues please get with Bear or someone on the board and get them
paid please.
Don’t forget the ABANA conference is coming up in August and the best way to keep informed is to join ABANA. Dues are $55.00 well spent for the magazines alone. A lot of good
info to be had.

Looking forward to seeing everyone at Cari’s for the March meeting.

Don Robertson
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From the Editor

Editors Ramblings
Well…….if you are reading this, the February newsletter, and it is March then
you can tell I’m terrible at keeping new years resolutions. I am however successfully dieting and loosing weight by eating whole foods, fruits, and vegetables so my resolution success rate is not a total flop.
Thank you for the many compliments on the January Newsletter. I was a little
apprehensive about taking on this project and it has proven to be a daunting
task but with your help we can get this done. Thanks again to Clay, Sarah,
Steve LaPaugh, Donnie Sivertson and Bear for their contributions as well as Joe
Gentile and Don Robertson for pics in this newsletter.
In case you have not heard we have an updated website!!!! It is very nice and
easy to follow. Our webmaster is Dusty Hyatt. He is a retired Chesapeake firefighter who spent many years as the departments video and web guy. He is
very talented with a computer and he is looking forward to the challenge of
maintaining our website. The web address is www.tidewaterblacksmiths.com
All other domain names related to the TBG are no longer in service and or will
direct you to this site.
I think this will be a great year for the TBG in the communications department. Travis and Tom did an excellent job laying the groundwork with facebook, maintaining the website, and getting the newsletter started back up.
Now in 2014 a website redesign, coupled with an updated newsletter and
Sharon updating the facebook we will be able to continue to meet the mission
of spreading the word about our favorite craft. Did I mention facebook. Wow
what a great tool for us. Pretty much up to the minute information right there.
It might just put the newsletter out of business.
Please, if you have any ideas or would like to make a contribution to the website or newsletter with photos, articles, items for sale, items wanted, etc send
me an email or call me for newsletter items or Sharon Silva for the website and
facebook. Please check out the facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Tidewater-Blacksmiths-Guild/144863002233333 and friend us, like us,
and lets network with each other.
Thank You,
Scott Hill
skadsigns@cox.net
757-374-8929
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The TBG was blessed with a wonderful sunny 50 degree day for our January meeting at Don
Robertson’s shop. The turnout totaled about forty members including three new members. As
usual a spread of food was available including BBQ, hot dogs, chili, mac n cheese, and an assortment of other goodies.
Our own Steve LaPaugh turned-out a beautiful oyster knife made from a railroad spike while
providing a rich history of the railroad as well as the metallurgy of railroad spikes from the
civil war era to date. It was a real treat to watch him in action and listen to his historical dissertation on railroad spikes. I look forward to learning more from Steve as he is a great demonstrator. Nice Work my friend!!!!!!

Using a chisel Steve cut a grove on all
four side from the head of the spike
about halfway down. This makes for a
nice pattern in the twist.
Making the twist for the handle in the
vise. Personal preference here on how
tight you want your twist.

Twisting usually causes a lot of scale flake off. You should
brush the scale off often in addition to cleaning it off the top
of your anvil.

When making an oyster knife cut approximately one inch off of the tip
of the spike. If you were making a utility knife or letter opener you may
want to use the spike full length.

Steve elected to use the power hammer for time here to rough out the blade. He finished
it up using his hammer and anvil.

Once it is forged to rough form you can take a file or belt sander to dress up the blade to
your liking. Hit it with the wire wheel or brush and finish with vegetable oil or beeswax if
you intend to use it or you can spray clear on it for a show piece. As you can see Steve
likes to create different variations of handles and blades, all fully functional and able to
please different preferences. Nice work Steve!!!!!!!
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Cari, Don, and Roy watching intently as
Steve forges his oyster knife.

Everybody Has Fun at a TBG Meeting!!

Time for Iron in the Hat!!!!
As you can see we had a great turnout!!!

My lovely bride took on the culinary duties so I
could take photos… Thanks Honey!!!!
David Short and Sean Taylor waiting
patiently for Iron in the Hat
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New TBG Members!!!!

We have three new members in the guild. Please welcome Tim Phillips, Matt Sieber, and Roy Smith.
Tim and Roy both have extensive experience at metal fabrication, welding, and construction. They both
work with our own Don Robertson at Diversified Repairs. Matt is a retired Navy AMC with extensive
knowledge in welding and airframe maintenance. He is also an accomplished blacksmith. You can check
out his website and blog at http://willwayforge.blogspot.com/ and http://www.etsy.com/shop/
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Blacksmiths Love a Challenge
. I had some pieces that were drops from a job and offered them up as a challenge. John
Richter took one and came up with this after the meeting. Johnboy enjoys a challenge. 3/16” thick 1 ¼” wide approximately 4” long. I had a box of at least 50 pieces and a
few folks picked up the challenge. This one was done after the meeting in about an hour as
seen in the bottom row right photo. The blade was finished and handle was fitted later.
Donnie
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I started this section with the intent of focusing solely on anvil stands. However as I looked around
there is so much cool stuff in everyone’s forge that I couldn't just focus on the anvil stands. So I think I
will rename this section to….I don't know, Lets See Your Forge, Lets see your tools?, anyway it’s a work
in progress. In the meantime while I figure that out I will be positing pictures here of anything and everything you might have on hand in your shop to work your magic.
An example of that is pictured below. A stainless steel forge!!!!! Now I know this is stretching the traditional in traditional blacksmithing but like Bear Short would say (I’m paraphrasing a little)…”If a blacksmith in 1889 could have a stainless steel forge, he’d dang sure have had one”!!!!
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Ain’t she purdy? Wow what a nice anvil. It is a Kohlswa Anvil weighing in at 300lbs. You
can see a similar anvil on their website link here http://www.kohlswa.com/
The stand is very basic 8 x 10 with several layers of plywood to get it to height. This narrow
profile allows the user to get up close and personal while giving you a shelf to put your tools
on when not in use.
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A Blacksmith Has to Eat!!! How About Pizza for Two
A great simple recipe to do in your cast iron pan or skillet is pizza. You can make your own dough or
go to Sam’s Club and purchase individuals or a case of ready-made frozen pizza dough. One dough ball
will make two 8 inch pizzas or one large pizza. In the morning when you get up about 7 to 8 AM place
the frozen dough in a 8 x 8 or larger baking dish and brush olive oil all over the dough. Place this in your
unheated oven until the afternoon about an hour before you are ready to eat. You will know it is ready
when the dough has risen well above the top of the dish. Sprinkle a little corn meal on your well seasoned cast iron pan or skillet and start working the dough.
1. Separate dough into two pieces, roll and press the dough into your pan as thick as you desire and
build up the edge. I like a thin crust.
2. Open an 8oz can of Hunts tomato sauce and spread sauce to your liking on the dough.
3. Sprinkle a little mozzarella cheese on the sauce.
4. I added red bell pepper, mushrooms, red onion, and artichoke hearts.
5. Top with mozzarella cheese to your liking.
6. Bake in the oven for 20 to 30 minutes at 425 degrees. The longer you keep it in the crust will be
crispier and the toppings more thoroughly cooked. Cooking times will vary with different ovens.

Start with well seasoned skillet (pictured) or pan.

Thick crust in a 10 inch skillet. You can just see the
edges built up on the perimeter

Sprinkle a little corn meal on the skillet or pan. Again
I like thin crust with no edges.

An 8oz can of tomato sauce is just right for two 8
inch pizzas and there will be a little left over.

Spread whatever amount of sauce you would like.
Substituting Pesto sauce for tomato sauce makes for
a tasty pizza as well. You can also buy pizza sauce
in a jar but you end up wasting a lot of sauce for
two pizzas.
If anyone has a recipe to make homemade pizza
sauce that would make a great article.

Baked in the oven at 425 degrees for 20 minutes.
Pictured above is a thin crust pizza with topped
with red bell pepper, mushrooms, artichoke
hearts, and red onion topped with mozzarella
cheese.
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Top with your favorite ingredients. Use your
imagination as there are no real rules here. Ingredients may include pepperoni, chicken, ham,
pineapple, black olives, hot peppers, spinach,
green pepper, mushrooms, artichoke hearts, sausage, broccoli, and sliced tomatoes are ingredients
we have used before.

While still warm I just took a paper towel and
wiped off the corn meal. I put a few drops of oil
on the skillet and wiped it around covering all surfaces. Ready for the next meal!!!!!!
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March 2014 TBG Meeting
Location– Cari Parrish’s house. 4521 Old Battlefield Blvd. South
Chesapeake Va. 23322.
Demonstration– Emory Ewell will be making a cross.
Refreshments– Please bring a covered dish. Hot dogs, drinks and
condiments provided.
Please bring your Safety Glasses as required for the
demonstration.
Lastly don't forget Iron in the Hat!!!!

Demonstration Help Needed
Mother's Day weekend, May 10th and 11th, 10am to 5pm.
Portsmouth Gosport Art Show
This is a gas forge only demo. David Short is kind enough to offer his
forge for the event and so far we will have Clay Rush and David Short.
You do not have to forge to help out we need members to help with
questions and answers,
logistics, and fellowship
of course.
Pic from the Past– Bear
Short, Cody and Don
Sivertson at the
Childeren’s Museum in
Portsmouth.

2014 Dates to Remember!!!!
January 19th

TBG Meeting

Don Robertson’s Shop

February 22

Dan Boones Pasture Party

see page 22 (last page)
for details

February 16

TBG Meeting

Dianne’s lab at ODU

March 16

TBG Meeting

Cari Parrish’s house see p 14

April 20

TBG Meeting

TBA

May 10 and 11

Portsmouth Gosport Arts Fest.

Portsmouth VA See p 14

May 16,17,18

TBG Meeting on the 17th

The Gathering at South
Hampton County Fair
Grounds

June 15

TBG Meeting

July 20

TBG Meeting

August 13-16

ABANA Conference

Harrington, Delaware

September 21 TBG Meeting
October 19

TBG Meeting

November 16

TBG Meeting

December

TBG Christmas Party

FEBRUARY

2014

TBA

NEWSLETTER

www.iforgeiron.com
www.abana.org
www.blacksmithsupply.com
www.olddominionblacksmith.com
www.folkschool.org
www.vablacksmithing.org
www. willwayforge.blogspot.com/
http://jganvil.com/

FOR SALE/TRADE
Butcher Block Bench Top
3” thick x 27” wide x 72” Long
Chamfered on long sides
$200.00
Call Jim at 567-1946

LOOKING TO BUY

If you have an item for sale or are looking for something
please email me I will post it here for sixty days. skadsigns@cox.net
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The Tidewater Blacksmith's Guild is dedicated to preserving the craft of
blacksmithing and to increasing public awareness of the history of
blacksmithing while at the same time demonstrating that in this automated machine world, things hand made still exist and remain objects
of art. The Tidewater Blacksmith's Guild is a local member organization
chartered under the Artist-Blacksmith's Association of North America
Inc. (ABANA), a non-profit organization.
Material from this newsletter may be freely copied without permission
for non-profit purposes. Please credit the author and this publication.

Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild Officers and Staff
President- Don Robertson

Secretary– Cari Parrish

Demo Coordinator Clay Rush

dnrobert@cox.net

carihokie@msn.com

cfrbsc@cox.net

757-9661414

757-714-3285

757-615-4799

Vice President– Clay Rush

Newsletter Editor– Scott Hill

Librarian– Dianne deBeixedon

cfrbsc@cox.net

skadsigns@cox.net

ddeeixedon@cox.net

757-615-4799

757-374-8929

757-572-8599

Treasurer– Bear Short

Forgemaster-Lemuel Brown Jr.

Librarian– Kaitlin deBeixedon

hydraconstinc@aol.com

brownstonewall@aol.com

757-724-6976

757-647-9832

Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild Board of Directors
Annie Roche

Sara Noll

Don Sivertson

anniesgirls@verizon.net

s.noll@yahoo.com

ply03@cox.net

757-617-4778

757-288-4031

David Short

Tim Edney

Joel Thompson

757-714-4102

blkwtrforge@gmail.com

joelthompson@cox.net

Travis Covington

757-373-5067

Newsletter Editor– Scott Hill

travis@covforge.com

Forgemaster-Lemuel
Brown Jr.

skadsigns@cox.net

757-617-9174

757-374-8929

Sharon Silva

brownstonewall@aol.com
757-647-9832

nextosea@cox.net

