SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
January 19 TBG Meeting at
Don Robertson’s shop
Need help with demo @
Museum of the Albemarle
February 7 and 8 contact Clay
Rush cfrbs@cox.net
February 16 TBG meeting at
Dianne’s ODU lab.
Dan Boone’s Pasture Party
February 22 9-4 pm see p.22
for details
2014 ABANA Conference Aug
13-16
Bear Short has raffle tickets
that will be sold at the January
meeting for the ABANA conference

Well fellow blacksmiths it is a new year and a new set of officers have
been elected. I think I speak for all of us when I say that we will do our
best to serve the guild. We hope to make this a year of change. We are
going to be setting some goals for several issues that need to be addressed. These will be announced as we move forward. We are open for
suggestions always and appreciate your input. Remember this is your
guild you have just chosen us to administer to the best of our ability.
This is going to be an exciting year in the field of blacksmithing. With the
ABANA Conference being held in Delaware this year I would encourage
all that are able to attend. Additionally, I would also like to see more
members join ABANA. It is a great organization and they have a lot to offer.
Going back to suggestions we are open and would like to see more input
from the group. There are always officers and board members at every
meeting and you are encouraged to discuss your suggestions with one of
us. Additionally, my email and phone are always available and I will respond to all emails. We are in the process of making some changes to
the web site and will let everyone know when the changes are completed.
To insure you receive announcements please be sure your email is correct with either Cari or Bear. Once we have a good clean list of emails we
will be able to send out announcements to everyone.
I think this newsletter is great and thank Scott for all the work he has applied. In order to keep this newsletter effort going we do need your input
and pictures.
Thanks and looking forward to an exciting year
Don Robertson.
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Happy New Year!!!!
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and that 2013 was good to you.
It is amazing to look back and see how quickly time has flown past. The
older I get the faster time seems to move along.
A good example of this is the newsletter, and what is supposed to be a
monthly newsletter has turned into a less than a quarterly newsletter. I
apologize sincerely for not getting the letter out more frequently. There is
a lot more to putting together the newsletter than I thought. However I am
looking forward to 2014 as one of my new year resolutions is to get this
show on the road. If it has to be a bi-monthly or quarterly newsletter then
that is good but my goal is for a monthly newsletter. I have been doing a
lot of research through ABANA and finding resources for material in other
guilds newsletters. There are a few “go to” newsletters I have identified
for ideas and material. However, I must emphasize that this is the Tidewater Blacksmith’s Guild newsletter. It would be awesome to hear that other
smiths are saying, “hey what did the TBG publish this month”. I think
other guilds looking forward to seeing what we are publishing would be
awesome. We have a lot of talented folks here that can really make this
newsletter shine but you must send me pics and a write up for that to happen. I am open for suggestions on content, ideas, etc. Let me know if you
have any ideas I will take them into consideration. I am not good with
names so I may misspell your name or even get it completely wrong sometimes. Please let me know if that happens and I will be sure to correct it in
the next newsletter.
Thank you Steve LaPaugh for pictures from the Christmas Party, and also
Clay, Sarah, Bear and Donny Sivertson have sent me material that is included in this months newsletter. Please keep it coming and once again
Happy New Year!!!! I hope all of your new year resolutions come to fruition.
Thank You,
Scott Hill
Editor
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We had a fabulous turnout at our 2013 Christmas Party. This years party was held at the North
Hampton County Coon Hunter’s Club. This is a very nice log cabin that was plenty big and included several large picnic tables inside. There was wonderful food and great fellowship to be
had by all. In addition “The Best Ever Iron in the Hat” took place and some wonderful prizes were
handed out. We had several big winners. Cord Anderson, Jesse Williams grandson, not only won a
railroad spike grill project for playing corn hole tic tac toe but he also won a very delicious looking
red velvet cake. Cari Parrish won the tongs that were donated by the TBG from Blacksmith Supply. Lastly, the big winner was Boy Scout Troop 215. Scout Master Bear Short was excited when
the final Iron in the Hat item was up for drawing. Annie read the name, or rather number 215 and
Bear got to take his troop that nice new anvil.
The Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild would like especially like to thank John Elliott for his support of
our “Best Ever Iron in the Hat “

Hummmm... Decisions, decisions.
Travis Covington, Tom Herendeen and Joel Thompson.
TBG members partaking in a delicious meal.

Annie, Sharon, and Cari organizing the Iron in the Hat.

Photos provided by Steve LaPaugh and Scott Hill

Cord Anderson is excited at the prospect
of eating ALL this cake!!!

Clay Rush, Joel Thompson, Lemuel Brown Jr. and Sarah Noll

Travis and Tom receiving Honorary Lifetime Memberships

TBG members eagerly waiting for their name to be called for iron in the Hat

Thank You Travis Covington and Tom Herendeen
Our new TBG President Don Robertson and new Vice President Clay Rush award Honorary Lifetime Memberships to former TBG President Travis Covington and former Vice President Tom Herendeen. Travis and
Tom did an excellent job leading the Tidewater Blacksmith’s Guild and will be missed. I know Travis probably will relish in well deserved free time but I hope he stays heavily involved in the guild.
Tom has a straight forward and direct, personality that I personally appreciate and any organization needs.
He is an avid fisherman who will get to see more time behind a rod and reel now but will continue to serve
as the event coordinator for the guild.
I personally rejoined the guild last year as a result of a chance meeting with Travis at Frank’s Truckstop
where Travis was at a TBG board meeting. He is a great person to talk to and is very hospitable to anyone
willing to stop and talk a bit. Thank you both for your service to the Tidewater Blacksmith’s Guild.

(from left to right) Travis Covington, Tom Herendeen, Clay Rush, Don
Robertson.

Photo by Steve LaPaugh

Sharon Silva–The Gathering Event Coordinator
One of the special events that the TBG put together in the past few years was known as The Gathering
of the Blacksmiths. Planning for such an event takes a lot of time, effort, and organization from a lot of
people. Usually there is one person that takes on the heaviest workload. The 2nd and 3rd annual gathering we were fortunate to have a special person to help take a position to put it all together and make it
happen. That special someone was Sharon Silva. Her efforts for assisting with the 2nd Annual Gathering
and as Community Chair for the 3rd Third Annual Gathering were rewarded with a boot scraper that was
hand crafted by Phil Heath.

Congratulations Cari Parrish
This past year Cari has been busy at the forge working on her projects for the TBG Novice Blacksmith Certification. To received this certification you must forge four types of
punches using S7 tool steel, and from mild steel a flesh fork, an item with a leaf on it and
forge weld three chain links. She was presented her certificate at the TBG Christmas
party by the Novice Class Instructor Tim Edney. Congratulations Cari!!!!!!!

Eagle Scout Project
Becoming an Eagle Scout is the highest honor a Boy Scout can achieve. This is no easy task and
requires a lot of dedication and hard work. The scout must earn twenty-one merit badges, serve
leadership positions within the troop, take part in a leadership conference, receive letters of recommendation from the members of the community, complete a Eagle Scout Board of Review, and
lastly plan, develop, and give leadership to others in the development of a community project.
This typically takes place over a period of years of dedicated service in the Boy Scouts of America.
Don Sivertson’s son Cody, an active member of the TBG who helps out with demos and meetings,
recently completed his Eagle Scout Project. Cody Sivertson led the members of Troop 215 in
building a flag disposal box and placing it in front of the Portsmouth Mooselodge #898 located at
1400 North George Washington Highway.
This was no small task. The box is built from plate steel which involved cutting, welding, fabrication, and finishing. In addition they formed and poured a concrete pad to properly secure the box.
Support was given by our own Bear Short (Troop 215 Scout Master), paint by Glenn Battia, and
Donnie Robertson’s CNC laser cutter. Cody was intimately involved in the welding of the project
as this is also his intended career. He has applied to the Norfolk Naval Shipyard and hopes to enter
into the apprenticeship program there upon graduation.
Congratulations Cody job well done!!!
Cody and Don wish to express special thanks to the Tidewater Blacksmith’s Guild for donating
materials to make this project happen.
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Your forge as well. Although most every anvil is basically the same design there are as many variations
in anvil stands as there are smiths using them. Rarely do you see identical setups in any two shops.
Even when someone tries to duplicate a stand that they have seen elsewhere there is almost always a
little different spin put on the design that makes that one unique. So I asked the membership to send me
pictures of their setup and in my travels I have snapped a few shots as well. Enjoy, and hopefully you will
see something you can incorporate into your forge to make it more efficient.

A three legged stand has several advantages. They allow the smith to get close to the
anvil, reduces weight, and having only three legs makes it more stable on uneven surfaces.

The stand is four 6x6 banded together
vertically. Notice that rare Harbor
Freight anvil :)
Super Sucker forge hood

Photos by Clay Rush and Scott Hill

These stands constructed from 2x
material were made by Tim Edney. He says they don't allow the
smith to get as close to the anvil
but they are lightweight and
make good traveling stands. In
addition the material is easy to
find, handle, and costs are minimal.

Joel instructing some potential
young Viking guild members on an
anvil supported by what appears to
be an 8x8 vertical post.

A Blacksmith Has to Eat!!!
But what would he or she cook with? Why, cast iron of course. If you have not cooked on cast iron
you should give it a try. It cooks very evenly, is simple to clean (no washing necessary) if seasoned correctly, You can fry, as well as bake in the oven, and even cook over an open fire while camping,, or attending your favorite hammer-in!
I have a collection of five pans. A #5 8inch, #6 9 inch, #8 10 5/8 inch, and a #8 10 inch chicken fryer,
and lastly a flat griddle. My favorite is the #5 as it is perfect for a three egg omelet. My wife favors the
chicken fryer because it is three inches deep with a lid and keeps the oil in the pan instead of spattering
on the oven top when frying. Next issue I will include some tips on maintenance and a recipe or two
that works well in cast iron pans. If you have any favorite recipes please send them in.

As you can see these pans are well seasoned and ready to go.
The flat griddle on the other hand was just purchased and had
not been seasoned yet. Notice how smooth the bottoms are.
You will not find this in the more modern cast iron being sold
new today, as it is much more grainy and you will find it difficult
to cook with until it is well seasoned. I suggest you search ebay
for original Erie, Sydney O, Wagner, or Griswold brand of antique
cast iron.

The Article above was copied from The Saltfork Craftsman Artist Blacksmith Association October 2013 Newsletter.
Originally written by Bob Ehrenberger.
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This beautiful praying mantis was
made by Doug Lockheart. Obviously
Doug is a very talented smith with a
keen eye for detail and design. I
would say fabrication and organization
are his strong points as well based on
his traveling forge. Thanks to Sara Noll
for providing these photos and information.
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The Tidewater Blacksmith’s Guild would like to thank Nancy Zastrow for donating a copy
of her book, Lives Shaped by Steel, to the TBG library. This book details the works of
thirty-nine east coast blacksmith/artists and focuses on their outdoor art, including gates,
trellises, and whimsical art. This book is available for check out from the TBG Library.
You can also purchase it at the link below.
http://www.anvilfire.com/bookrev/index.php?bodyName=zastrow/
lives.htm&titleName=Lives%20Shaped%20by%20Steel%20-%20Nancy%20Zastrow
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Look Back to the October 2013 Meeting
A great time was had by all who attended the October 2013 meeting at the Whitehurst/Buffington House. There
were at least six anvils set up for forging. I believe thanks goes mostly to Tim and Ruth Edney for hauling most of that
gear from their own shop.
The history of the Whitehurst/Buffington House dates back to 1793 when the original part of the house was built. A
couple of expansions took place over the years. Currently the house is owned by the City of Virginia Beach and efforts are being made to fund a restoration of the house. You can go to http://www.wbhouse.org/history to get a
complete history and understanding of the current situation of this magnificent property.
Pictured below are some of the locksets on the doors. Also you can see the mortise and tenon joinery secured with
a wooden peg for the rafters and joists. The Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild would like to thank Mrs. Barbara Vaughn for
her wonderful hospitality and hosting our members at the Whitehurst/Buffington House.

Look Back to the September 2013 TBG Meeting
September’s meeting was held at Tim and Ruth Edney’s shop. As usual turnout was
great and of course an awesome Iron in the Hat. Tim’s demonstration was making a
weed trimmer out of a lawn mower blade. Tim is a very skilled smith who teaches a
lot of classes for the guild. It was a real treat to see him at his brick forge turning
out a very useful tool. He had one he completed years ago on hand to demo how it
is used on the farm as well. Great job Tim!!!!

Lemuel, Joel, and Joel watching Cari draw her name out of the basket

The T shirt guy Paul Norton (left). If you need a T shirt, TBG
sticker, lapel pin see him. Larry Ange is keeping an eye out on
the food table (middle). and Don Sivertson (right) joking with
Bear Short (ear to the far right).

Cari calming down the naysayers while Annie gets a chuckle over it.

www.iforgeiron.com

FOR SALE/TRADE

www.abana.org
www.blacksmithsupply.
com
www.olddominionblack
smith.com
www.folkschool.org
www.vablacksmithing.o
rg

LOOKING TO BUY

If you have an item for sale or are looking for something please
email me I will post it here for sixty days. skadsigns@cox.net
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The Tidewater Blacksmith's Guild is dedicated to preserving the craft of
blacksmithing and to increasing public awareness of the history of
blacksmithing while at the same time demonstrating that in this automated machine world, things hand made still exist and remain objects
of art. The Tidewater Blacksmith's Guild is a local member organization
chartered under the Artist-Blacksmith's Association of North America
Inc. (ABANA), a non-profit organization.
Material from this newsletter may be freely copied without permission
for non-profit purposes. Please credit the author and this publication.

Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild Officers and Staff
President- Don Robertson

Secretary– Carie Parrish

Demo Coordinator Tom Herendeen

dnrobert@cox.net

carihokie@msn.com

twoherrons@aol.com

757-9661414

757-714-3285

757-287-1074

Vice President– Clay Rush

Newsletter Editor– Scott Hill

Librarian– Dianne deBeixedon

cfrbsc@cox.net

skadsigns@cox.net

ddeeixedon@cox.net

757-615-4799

757-374-8929

757-572-8599

Treasurer– Bear Short

Forgemaster-Lemuel Brown Jr.

Librarian– Kaitlin deBeixedon

hydraconstinc@aol.com

brownstonewall@aol.com

757-724-6976

757-647-9832

Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild Board of Directors
Annie Roche

Travis Covington

anniesgirls@verizon.net

travis@covforge.com

757-617-4778

757-617-9174

Tim Edney

Sara Noll

blkwtrforge@gmail.com

s.noll@yahoo.com

757-373-5067

757-288-4031

2014 Dates to Remember!!!!
January 19th

TBG Meeting

Don Robertson’s Shop

February 22

Dan Boones Pasture Party

see page 22 (last page)
for details

February 16

TBG Meeting

Dianne’s lab at ODU

March 16

TBG Meeting

Carie Parrish’s house

April 20

TBG Meeting

May 18

TBG Meeting

June 15

TBG Meeting

July 20

TBG Meeting

August 13-16

ABANA Conference

Harrington, Delaware

September 21 TBG Meeting
October 19

TBG Meeting

November 16

TBG Meeting

December

TBG Christmas Party

TBA

TBG Demonstration
Announcement
Good Afternoon Everyone,
TBG has again been invited to perform a demonstration at the Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City NC. It will
be on Friday Feb 7th from 8:45am to 1pm and Saturday the 8th from 9:45am to 4pm. They will provide lunch and
drinks for all participants.
The critical spot to fill for the demonstration is Friday. We need at least 2 people to volunteer for that day. Last
year we were rained out and provided an indoor demo using modeling clay which the students really loved. If you
are interested in participating for Friday or Saturday please contact me as soon as possible through email, phone or
talk to me at the meeting this Sunday, but the sooner the better. We need to provide the museum with a confirmation as soon as possible. All my contact information is below.

cfrbs@cox.net
crush@vhb.com
757-615-4799
Clay F. Rush
Senior Designer

Dan Boone’s Pasture Party!!!!
Happy 2014 one and all!!!
The holidays are behind us, and it looks like many of you survived them as folks are asking
if there is going to be a Pasture Party this year.... the answer is YES! Important information
follows:
DATE & TIME:

February 22, 2014, 9:00AM - 4:00PM

REQUIREMENTS: Come prepared to have a good time!
Bring something for the Iron in the Hat, and be prepared to buy ticets.....
this is how the day is paid for, so please do your part.
DETAILS:

This year's featured demonstrator is Phil Heath
There will be craft programs for spouses and kids
There will be LOTS of tailgating, you are welcome to participate (Girl
Scout cookies might even be available!)

FOOD:

Lunch will be provided as always

LODGING:

If you need a place to stay, rooms have been reserved Friday & Saturday
nights (2/21 & 22) for "Blacksmith Pasture Party" atBest Western Inn & Suites, 135 Wood Ridge Terrace
Zions Crossroads (was Gordonsville), VA
Call them directly to reserve a room - 540-832-1700, rate is around $97
(will verify this shortly)
IMPORTANT - if you think you need a room reserve it quickly.... they are
full most nights now.
Their cut off for reservations at this rate is 1/31.
You can cancel reservations up to 24 hours in advance, if your
plans change.

DEADLINE:

We need to know whose by Feb. 15. RSVP to jmbb1000@aol.com

Pray for warm weather!!!! Hope to see you then.
Judy & Dan

