SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
www.tidewaterblacksmiths.com
Check us out on Facebook
Open Forge at Don Robertson’s
Shop 2nd Wednesday of each
month 6 PM to 9 PM.
Joe Gentile has ABANA raffle
tickets for the treadle hammer,
BAM Box, and
COAL IS HERE!!! It is available
in 50lb bags for guild member
purchase. Contact Don Robertson for details.
Sara Noll will be teaching a Beginner Class in the near future,
more information to follow.
Hammer Class will be held September 10,11 2014. Up to six
students if more than six apply
names will be drawn for the class
roster. Another class will be
scheduled for the remainder of
the applicants.

Editors Ramblings
It has been a busy summer with a few nice demonstrations, a lot of work, and
where has all the time gone??? Flown by for sure, the ABANA conference is less
than two weeks away!!!!! I hope a lot of TBG members are going as it is surely a
great opportunity to have it so close to home.
This months newsletter will be a combined May/June edition and I will do a July/
August as well. September will be chock full of ABANA stuff I am sure.
A big thank you once again to Steve LaPaugh for providing input to this edition of
the newsletter.
FYI in the for sale section there is a power hammer up for sale. If you are looking
to upgrade your shop this would be a great addition.
Thank You

Welcome
We have a few new members to introduce. Joseph Connors, and John Hutchings. Joe and
John were able to attend the Pork Peanut and Pine Festival. John was sporting a nice anvil he
acquired off of craigslist and a forge he purchased from Larry Ange.

John Hutchings (left)
and Joseph Connors

From the Editor

MEMBERS GALLERY

Wood burning by Donnie Sivertson. Each
side of the box has a different design on
it. More on this one in the next edition.

Wine bottle tiki torch by
Clay Rush

The tent stake on the left was forged
by Tim Edney and the leaf hook was
forged by Roy Smith Jr.

Very large flesh fork by
Joe Connors
Railroad spike knife by Joe Gentile
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The Gathering
If you missed the 2014 Gathering then you missed a great opportunity to relax, enjoy some fellowship with TBG members and get some time at the forge. It was not meant to be an elaborate
gathering with vendors and multiple demonstrators but an opportunity to relax and take it easy
with family and friends and in that it was a home run.
We did get to enjoy fellow TBG member Bob Orcutt demonstrate how to forge a hammer from an
axle shaft. Assisted by strikers Matt Siebert and Joe Gentile they put on an outstanding show with
fabulous results as you can see below.
We had several new smiths come out and join us, bring their forges and get an opportunity to
meet other members. Clay’s brother and his friend, who has some blacksmith experience, took
the opportunity to learn some basics at the anvil as well.
For me personally it was the first time my wife and I had a chance to do some camping in quite a
few years. It was quite enjoyable and I learned a few valuable lessons. Lesson 1 when she says
“don’t forget the air mattress” that means the queen size mattress not the single. Man that was
an uncomfortable nights sleep.
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Annie Roche and Cari Parrish

Joel Thompson

Annie Roche

The setup you see here is Bear Shorts.
He has done a fabulous job of customizing his tool box and anvil

He makes forging a drift look easy with Big Blue.

Don’s shop truck not only has a crane but it also has an air compressor.
Handy, not only for running power hammers but also for blowing up air mattress. Lesson 2– don't forget the air pump for the mattress.

I made this anvil stand for my 1824 Mouse Hole anvil out of a couple of the old TBG 1 1/2"
thick curtain weights that we were scrapping when we moved out of Tailor Farms. The existing notches in both ends of the weights worked great to run the chain through to catch all
four feet. I crossed the chain under the two weights I welded together to form the base
plate and connected the ends with two shackles, then added a wood block to take up the
slack and drove a wooden wedge between the wood block and the steel curtain weight base
to tension the chain. This makes the assembly seem like a single steel object adding more
effective weight to the anvil.

My 110# Harbor Freight anvil I won at
one of our Christmas TBG meetings at
Tailor Farms is on a 30 inch tall 18" diameter Sycamore log cut from the ditch
behind my forge. It is retained by the
two 1 1/4" boards cut at a slight angle
such that when the screws are tightened they clamp on the base of the anvil. This arrangement also works well
and provides a little more work space
adjacent to the anvil.

Photos and article by Steve LaPaugh
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Chain Repair Link
I snapped this photo at my friends mom’s house. This is a farm that has
been in the family for many years. The hitch setup was hanging on the
barn. I studied it for a while and took a few pictures to share. Any
thoughts on its purpose and why its not a welded link?

I suggest that the stock was heavy enough that it was not needed to be welded to perform the work intended. It looks like a hand made chain repair link which are made with
an overlap open only enough to slip over that size chain and is then hammered shut in
place, no heat required to install. It could have been forged in the blacksmith's shop and
taken to the farm and installed by just hammering it closed to make the connection. I
have attached a photo of a commercial chain repair link which I had in the shop. Just my
thoughts on the question. Steve La Paugh
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OPEN FORGE
Please come out for Open Forge Night at Donnie’s Shop. This is a great opportunity to get on an anvil if you don't have one at home. Also there are usually
plenty of senior members to teach you some skills. The next Open Forge will
be August 13.
Open Forge is the 2nd Wednesday of each month

Kind of a cool pic huh?
Rusty Healey, Don Robertson and Bob Orcutt
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Roy Smith, Rusty, and Joe
Gentile

August 2014 TBG Meeting
Location– TBA- This meeting date was changed to allow members to attend the ABANA
conference.
Date- Meeting Date Sunday August 24, 2014.

TBG at the Pork Pine and Peanut Festival

ON THIS MONTH’S COVER- Annie Roche’s Anvil. Bear commented it looks like she’s been
hitting it so hard it smashed an impression into the stump.

A Blacksmith’s Riddle

from Sean Taylor

What is black when you buy it,
Red when you use it,
Gray when you throw it away? Answer- COAL

2014 Dates to Remember!!!!
January 19th

TBG Meeting

Don Robertson’s Shop

February 22

Dan Boones Pasture Party

February 16

TBG Meeting

Dianne’s lab at ODU

March 16

TBG Meeting

Cari Parrish’s house

April 20

TBG Meeting

Clay Rush’s house

May 10 and 11

Portsmouth Gosport Arts Fest.

Portsmouth VA

May 16,17,18

TBG Meeting on the 17th

The Gathering at South
Hampton County Fair
Grounds

June 15

TBG Meeting

June 20, 21

Edenton N C Antique Farm expo

July 20

TBG Meeting

Pork Pine and Peanut Festival

August 13-16

ABANA Conference

Harrington, Delaware

August 24th

TBG Meeting

Donnie Robertson’s Shop

September 21 TBG Meeting

TBA

October 19

TBG Meeting

Whitehurst-Buffington
House Va. Beach

November 16

TBG Meeting

TBA

December

TBG Christmas Party

TBA

Blacksmith’s Drive Cool Trucks

www.iforgeiron.com
www.abana.org
www.blacksmithsupply.com
www.olddominionblacksmith.com
www.folkschool.org
www.vablacksmithing.org
www. willwayforge.blogspot.com/
http://jganvil.com/
http://www.saltforkcraftsmen.org/
index.shtml

FOR SALE/TRADE
Mr. Robertson
My name is Dan Randall and I am a fellow ABANA member. I have a
piece of equipment which some of your association members may be
interested in. It is a Beaudry Champion power hammer in excellent condition. This is a No. 2, or 50lb. hammer with new dies,
belt, motor, and motor starter. I am asking $4500.00. I have the
hammer on a palette ready to load on a truck or trailer and the equipment to do so. This hammer is located in Central Vermont. If you would
please forward this information to anyone who might be interested I
would really appreciate it. I can send photos and answer questions
through email or can be contracted directly at (802) 485-8341.
daniel@randallstudiollc.com
Thank you,
Dan Randall

LOOKING TO BUY
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The Tidewater Blacksmith's Guild is dedicated to preserving the craft of
blacksmithing and to increasing public awareness of the history of
blacksmithing while at the same time demonstrating that in this automated machine world, things hand made still exist and remain objects
of art. The Tidewater Blacksmith's Guild is a local member organization
chartered under the Artist-Blacksmith's Association of North America
Inc. (ABANA), a non-profit organization.
Material from this newsletter may be freely copied without permission
for non-profit purposes. Please credit the author and this publication.

Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild Officers and Staff
President- Don Robertson

Secretary– Cari Parrish

Demo Coordinator Clay Rush

dnrobert@cox.net

Newsletter Editor– Scott Hill

cfrbsc@cox.net

757-9661414

skadsigns@cox.net

757-615-4799

Vice President– Clay Rush

757-374-8929

Librarian– Dianne deBeixedon

cfrbsc@cox.net

Forgemaster-Lemuel Brown Jr.

ddeeixedon@cox.net

757-615-4799

brownstonewall@aol.com

757-572-8599

Treasurer– Bear Short

757-647-9832

Librarian– Kaitlin deBeixedon

hydraconstinc@aol.com
757-724-6976

Tidewater Blacksmiths Guild Board of Directors
Annie Roche

Sara Noll

Don Sivertson

anniesgirls@verizon.net

Joel Thompson

ply03@cox.net

757-617-4778

joelthompson@cox.net

David Short

Tim Edney

Newsletter Editor– Scott Hill

757-714-4102

blkwtrforge@gmail.com

skadsigns@cox.net

Travis Covington

757-373-5067

757-374-8929

travis@covforge.com

Forgemaster-Lemuel
Brown Jr.

757-617-9174
Sharon Silva

brownstonewall@aol.com

nextosea@cox.net

757-647-9832
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